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CHIPPENDALE
Chippendale – sandwiched 
between Cleveland Street 
and Broadway next to Central 
Station in the inner west – has 
long been a favourite student 
haunt. But it owes its place 
in Sydney’s inner-suburban 
spotlight to a number of more 
recent developments, including 
the redux of The Old Clare 
Hotel. Once a sticky-carpeted 
beer hall for students, The 
Old Clare is today a striking 
boutique hotel thanks to 
the vision of Singaporean 
hospitality legend Loh Lik Peng. 
Its two on-site restaurants, 
Kensington Street Social and 
Automata, are well worth 
visiting, but as the sun sets 
there’s no better vantage than 
the rooftop pool bar. 

OLD BECOMES NEW  
The Old Clare is part of the  
$2 billion development 
at Central Park, where 
historic buildings once 
part of the Carlton United 
Brewery complex have been 
transformed into a precinct 
of shops, galleries and 
restaurants. Many of them are 
along Kensington Street, a strip 
of 16 pretty terraces originally 
used to house brewery workers. 
Here you’ll find hawker-style 
establishment Kopitiam, 
upscale Italian restaurant 
Olio, inventive Koi Dessert 
Bar and chef Frederic Colin’s 
first Sydney eatery Bistrot 
Gavroche, located in an old 
rum warehouse. There’s also 
Handpicked Cellar Door, 
offering 30 wines by the glass, 
and Concrete Jungle, where 
chef Bryan O’Callaghan cures, 
dries and smokes salmon and 
makes “tofu” from almond milk. 

On Sundays, stop by the 
Brewery Yard Markets in an 
open-air courtyard beside the 
old brewery site. Stallholders 
sell everything from fashion to 
food, with plenty of street art 
and entertainment in the mix. 
It’s backdropped by towers 
including One Central Park, 
known for its vertical gardens, 
and DUO, designed by Foster + 
Partners. The tower, set to open 
next year, is part commercial 
space and part hotel. It will 
sit above the heritage-listed 
Australian Hotel, built in 1936 
and bought last year by chef 
Matt Moran (behind Sydney’s 
Aria and Chiswick, among 
others), who plans to restore it 
to its former Art Deco glory.

POUND PAVEMENT  
Sophia de Mestre, one of the 
co-founders of Culture Scouts, 
which organises well-curated 
walking tours around Sydney, 
says the dynamic mix of 
art, food and architecture 
inspired the group’s 
Chippendale excursions. “We 
pick neighbourhoods that 
are up-and-coming, where 
creatives start out,” she says. 
“Chippendale tells a story of 
Sydney’s past, but is also very 
forward-thinking.” While the 
walking route changes to take 
in new attractions, Sophie will 
likely point out Scott Marsh 
street art on the exterior of 
new bar-cum-gallery Sneaky 
Possum, and you might visit 
Galerie pompom, Kensington 
Contemporary or White 
Rabbit, which is home to one 
of the world’s largest private 
collections of contemporary 
Chinese art. 

FROM SYDNEY’S FAR WEST TO THE INNER HARBOUR,
MEET THE HOTSPOTS CHANGING THE FACE OF
AUSTRALIA’S BIGGEST CITY 

WORDS NATASHA DRAGUN

 NEIGHBOURHOODS
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Yummy 
burgers

L to R, TOP TO BOTTOM: Redfern’s Bart Jr., 
Paramatta’s Alex & Co, Tropfest screening 
in Parramatta; Kensington Street Social, 
Oilo, Henry Lee’s in Redfern, Kensington 
Street Social’s Vegemitini; Sneaky Possum, 
Olio, Redfern’s 107 Projects; art in Redfern, 
The Old Clare Hotel, Barangaroo Reserve, 
street art outside Sneaky Possum.
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REDFERN 
“I can count at least six bars 
that have opened here in the 
last six months,” says Sophia, 
who also leads walking tours 
around Redfern, neighbouring 
Chippendale to the south. 
Redfern, the heart of Sydney’s 
Indigenous community, is 
“rapidly changing”, says 
Sophia. She lists dozens of 
achingly cool hangouts now 
dotting the suburb including 
Bart Jr., serving outstanding 
cocktails in a heritage building; 
Mjølner, a Viking-themed 
whisky bar; Moya’s Juniper 
Lounge, a hole-in-the-wall gin 
joint; and art-loving bar The 
Bearded Tit. 

CULTURE VULTURES  
Nearby Cake Wine Cellar 
Door and concept café and 
collaborative space Henry Lee’s 
are located in a new arts and 
culture precinct at 16 Eveleigh 
Street. Originally a clothing and 
leather goods warehouse, the 
building has been transformed 
into a range of public spaces, 
mural-bedecked walls and a 
light-filled courtyard.

The suburb’s artistic community 
is also nurtured at Sydney Story 
Factory, a not-for-profit creative 
writing centre for young people, 
and 107 Projects, another not-
for-profit that holds exhibitions 
and workshops for emerging 
talent.

THE WRITING ON THE WALL  
But while gentrification is 
evident across the suburb, 
there’s still plenty of local 
spirit, from the always-buzzing 
Redfern Community Centre, 
with its digital recording studio 
and theatre, to the murals 
that provide commentary on 
the area’s social, political and 
cultural issues. Stroll around 
the Terrace Street Art Project 
or along the suburb’s back 
alleys and you’ll see art by the 
likes of Daniel Boyd, Tracey 
Moffatt, Blak Douglas, Nicole 
Monks and Reko Rennie, all 
part of Sydney’s contemporary 
Indigenous community.  
During Sydney Art Month 
(March), Culture Scouts offers 
tours led by Indigenous artists, 
who share their knowledge 
of the neighbourhood and its 
colourful history, providing 
insights into the creations on 
Redfern’s brick and mortar 
walls (read more about how to 
discover Redfern’s Indigenous 
significance in our story on 
page 81.) 

I can count 
at least 
six bars 
that have 
opened here 
in the last 
six months
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CLOCKWISE FROM MAIN:  The 
iconic Redfern Terrace, café Henry 
Lee’s, 107 Projects, a Bart Jr. 
cocktail in the making

11 Nov 2017—  
18 Feb 2018

Art Gallery of
New South Wales

Pipilotti Rist Sip My Ocean (still), 1996, two-channel video installation with sound, 
colour, sound by Anders Guggisberg and Pipilotti Rist after ‘Wicked Game’ (1989)  
by Chris Isaak, courtesy the artist, Hauser & Wirth and Luhring Augustine © the artist

Art Gallery of NSW 
major sponsor

MCA presenting partner

SIAS-Jetstar-Rembrandt-Rist-v6.indd   1 9/11/2017   2:19 pm
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BARANGAROO  
One of Sydney’s newest 
neighbourhoods on the western 
harbour, Barangaroo was once 
a hunting and fishing ground for 
the Indigenous Gadigal people 
– rock engravings dating back 
6000 years have been found in 
the area. 

LIFE ON THE WATER  
Shipyards were developed here 
from the 1850s, but after they 
were decommissioned in the 
1980s the neighbourhood lay 
derelict for decades. Today, 
it’s the site of an ambitious 

urban redevelopment project 
carved into three areas: 
Barangaroo Reserve, a six-
hectare green space on the 
northern headland; Barangaroo 
Central, a designated cultural 
and recreation space; and 
Barangaroo South, a mixed-
used development of shops, 
restaurants, offices, apartments 
and a hotel.

SUBURB IN THE MAKING  
The area is a work in progress, 
but when fully complete in 
2024, it will feature residential 
buildings designed by Renzo 
Piano, a public pier, and Crown 
Sydney Hotel Resort, sporting 
350 luxurious rooms and suites, 
restaurants, bars and a spa. As 
part of the project’s sustainable 
design commitment, more than 
half of the neighbourhood 
will remain public parkland. 
In addition to Barangaroo 
Reserve there will be an 
expanded waterfront walkway, 
the one-hectare Hickson Park 
providing a green link to the 
CBD, and Watermans Cove, an 
amphitheatre-style boardwalk 
conceptualised by Grant & 

Associates, the landscape 
architects behind Singapore’s 
Gardens by the Bay. It’s due 
to open in 2021, and will allow 
visitors to dip their toes into  
the harbour. 

TOWER OF TASTE  
Barangaroo House, a three-
level waterfront venue with 
restaurants and bars also 
fronted by Matt Moran, will 
add to the greenery. The 
jaw-dropping space, due to 
open late this month, features 
a curved, bowl-shaped exterior 

draped in plants. Inside, ex-
Noma and Vue de Monde chef 
Cory Campbell oversees a menu 
of contemporary Australian 
cuisine. The venue expands on 
the neighbourhood’s already 
impressive strip of restaurants 
and bars along the Streets 
of Barangaroo: Ume Burger, 
12-Micron and Banksii among 
them. And, thanks to a freshly 
minted fast-ferry terminal and 
in-the-works metro station,  
the hub is easier to reach  
than ever.  

CLOCKWISE: The streets of 
Barangaroo, bistro and bar 

Banksii, a dish from 12Micron.
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Flying to Melbourne
is now easier
than ever...

...via Avalon Airport.

avalonairport.com.au

Avalon has always been the easy airport. Cheaper fares, 
less walking, car parking right out the front and a super 
accessible terminal ensures an uncomplicated journey.

Add to that the SkyBus Avalon City Express between 
Melbourne CBD and Avalon - with free wifi, their Free 
City Hotel Shuttle Bus service and great family deals - 
and your trip to Melbourne couldn’t be simpler. 
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PARRAMATTA  
Parramatta’s long Aboriginal 
history has made it an 
important part of Sydney’s 
past. Now, thanks to a 
number of multi-billion-dollar 
rejuvenation projects and a 
booming population, it’s set 
to become a fundamental part 
of its future, too. Around 25km 
west of the city, the suburb is 
often dubbed the city’s second 
CBD. If it were a city unto itself 
it would be the fourth largest in 
the country – the third largest 
by 2036.

NEW HORIZONS  
With a growing population 
comes new infrastructure, 
and Parramatta is not shying 
away from fast-tracking urban 
development. There will be 
$8 billion in private and public 
investment in revitalisation 
works over the next four 
years, including new public 
transport – a light rail and the 
Sydney Metro West – as well as 
Parramatta Square, a massive 
commercial hub that will be 
one of Australia’s biggest urban 
renewal projects, expected 
to be completed by 2019. The 
project includes the 90-storey 
Aspire tower, which will 
become the tallest residential 
building in NSW if design is 
approved, while the wider 
precinct will feature University 
of Western Sydney Campus 
housing for more than 10,000 
students (the uni campus is 
again set to be the site for 
Tropfest, celebrating the best of 
Australia’s short-filmmakers, in 
February). The development will 
run alongside the $200 million 
reimagination of the Parramatta 

riverfront, with new cycleways 
and walkways, cultural venues 
such as the Powerhouse 
Museum (relocating from its 
current base in Chippendale) 
and a host of restaurants, bars 
and accommodation.  

SKY HIGH  
The Crown Group’s Skye Hotel 
Suites opened in August, 
becoming the first five-star 
hotel in the city’s west. Nearby 
is new ALEX & Co, a sleek $2.5 
million dining project that 
stretches across three retail 
spaces in the freshly minted 
Altitude towers. “Parramatta 
is fresh and happening,” says 
ALEX & Co owner Alex Aslan, 
who grew up in the suburb 
before spending time in 
London and New York.  
“Lots of tourists are visiting  
this area now.”

LOCAL FLAVOURS  
A plethora of other food 
operators have also expanded 
their empires. There’s an 
outlet of Jamie Oliver’s casual 
dining chain Jamie’s Italian; 
the suburb’s first small bar, 
Uncle Kurt’s, is now shaking 
and stirring clever cocktails 
in a hidden space under a 
carpark with Bobby Aydogan 
(ex-Bennelong and Rockpool 

Bar and Grill) at the helm; 
PappaRich is spicing things up 
with heart-starting bowls of 
laksa; and ex-Flying Fish chef 
Stephen Seckold is serving 
Mediterranean and Middle 
Eastern fare at Husk & Vine. 
There’s also an outlet of plant-
based burger joint Soul Burger, 
offering vegan, gluten- and 
dairy-free buns, and a 90-seat 
Burger Project, the Rockpool 
group’s biggest venue yet. In 
fact, the hospitality group is 
so smitten with Parramatta 
it’s pledged to open two other 
restaurants in the suburb’s 8 
Phillip Street precinct. This 
expansion of Church Street’s 
existing Eat Street district, 
will also be home to Sydney’s 
highest rooftop venue, Studio 
54, when it opens in 2020, 
alongside a luxury hotel 
courtesy of the QT group. 

TOP TO BOTTOM: Tropfest short 
film festival at the University 
of Western Sydney, Malaysian 
restaurant PappaRich, The Burger 
Project’s Parramatta offering.

Jetstar has great low  
fares to Sydney from 
across the network.

To book, visit 
JETSTAR.COM

Travel info
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